
The survey 
found: 53% had gambled 

in the past year 

8% had gambled 
online

NSW GAMBLING SURVEY 2019

Gambling in NSW
We surveyed over 10,000 people from across NSW about gambling. This was the 
first study of its kind in NSW since 2011.

The NSW Government, through the Office of Responsible Gambling (the Office), develops and implements programs 
and initiatives that support responsible gambling and prevent and minimise the risk of gambling related harm in the 
community. The NSW Gambling Survey 2019 was funded through the Responsible Gambling Fund, and will inform 
the work of the Office.

People who speak languages other than English at home had lower participation across 
the more common forms of gambling, except for lottery tickets (42% vs 37%), with an overall 
gambling participation rate of 59%.

Aboriginal people had higher participation overall (74%) and across most forms of gambling, 
including lottery tickets (53%), gaming machines (40%), keno (30%) and racing (22%).

Some forms of gambling are more popular with certain demographic groups:

Race betting is most 
common with people 

aged 45-54 (16%)

Gaming machines are 
most popular with 

people aged 18-24 (25%)

Young people aged  
18-24 are the most likely 
to bet on sports (11%)

Lottery tickets are most 
popular with people 
aged 45-64 (46%)
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Lotteries were the most 
common form of gambling 
followed by gaming machines, 
instant scratchies and 
race betting.
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Gambling is more common in some regions of NSW.

The Far West (65%)

Mid North Coast (65%)

Hunter New England (60%)

Central Coast (59%)
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Average gambling 
participation rate: 53%
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